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According to the most recent statistical yearbook published by the official statistics agency (Instituto
Brasileiro de Geografia e Estatistica-IGBE), since 1930 the Brazilian economy has grown at an
average annual rate of 5.6%. Between 1955 and 1980, the average rate was 7.1%. As a result, Brazil's
GDP size ranking among the world's capitalist nations rose from 49th place to number eight today,
after the US, Japan, West Germany, France, Italy, Britain and Canada. Compared to other Latin
American nations, the last five decades have seen a drastic change. In the 1920s, the Argentine GDP
was double that of Brazil's. Today, the Brazilian GDP is four times that of Argentina. In 1940, Brazil's
rural population numbered 28.3 million, compared to 12.8 million urban residents. According to the
1980 census, rural residents totaled 38.6 million, compared to 80.4 million urban inhabitants. In the
early 1980s, about 30% of Brazilian urbanites resided in slums. An estimated 87% of urban residents
have access to piped water, 97% have electricity installed in their homes, and 75% of urban homes
are equipped with refrigerators. In contrast, only 19% of the rural population has running water at
home, and 39%, electricity. Only 20% of the urban population possess hookups to municipal sewage
service. (Basic data from Excelsior, 10/23/87)
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